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� Why the Covenant of Mayors?

• 75% of European population live in urban areas 

• 80% of energy consumed and CO2 emitted come from cities 

• 1.9% is the growth rate of energy use in cities (vs 1.6% globally) 

Mayors have 
the power 

to act! 
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Covenant Signatories commit to�
• Go beyond EU energy and climate objectives:

20% CO2 reduction by 2020

• Prepare a Sustainable Energy Action Plan [SEAP] 

• Implement their Action Plan and report periodically on progress 

• Involve citizens and other stakeholders

• Encourage other cities to join Mayors act
voluntarily
and take
the lead ! 
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545 cities signed up so far
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European
Institutions

Covenant Of 
Mayors Office

Benchmarks of
Excellence

Supporting
Structures

Financial 
Facilities

� Who supports the Covenant cities?

European Cities
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� The European Commission

• Ensures political recognition and visibility of cities

• Negotiates third parties’ contribution  

• Negotiates support for smaller cities

• Mobilises finance

Co-operation
with EIB

IEE II:  € 15 
million to promote 

sustainable 
energy 

investments in 
cities 
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� The Covenant of Mayors Office

• Encourages local authorities to join the Covenant 

• Provides technical guidance and support to

signatories  

• Monitors the implementation of their Action Plans

- in co-operation with the Joint Research Centre 

• Facilitates liaison among Covenant cities

• Promotes Covenant cities at European level 

• Supports signatories in organising local energy days
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� Supporting Structures

WHO? 

• Regions, counties, provinces, agglomerations, mentor cities, 
networks of local authorities

WHY?

• To assist local authorities lacking skills & resources to fulfil Covenant
requirements and/or implement the national/regional climate strategy

HOW?

• Provide guidance and support for the SEAPs

• Disseminate concepts of the Covenant

• Monitor implementation of the Action Plans

• Liaise with the European Commission

Currently 15 supporting structures agreements signed

Many others in pipeline
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• Document  formally approved by City Council  

• Concrete measures leading to 20% reduction of CO 2 emissions
by 2020

• Baseline emissions inventory

• Scope: relevant public and private sector actions

• Guidelines based on practical experiences of cities,
developed in co-operation with Joint Research Centre 

• Free choice of methodology in accordance with SEAP template 

• Personal advise of Covenant Helpdesk and FAQs on-line

� Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP)

Covenant  
Helpdesk
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500+ Covenant cities
More than 100 million citizens

Emissions reduction potential > 110 
million tons of CO 2 a year by 2020 
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� How to get there?

- Covenant is an open platform 
- But, coordinated approach, clear guidelines (SEAP Template)
- Respecting the diversity of existing methodologies
- Learning from experience of front-runner cities
- Using existing and well-functioning tools
- Well running helpdesk and information flows

- IEE, JESSICA, Structural Funds, National schemes, etc…
- ELENA to be launched soon to mobilize investments
- extending the scope to other FIs?

� Financing Instruments
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� CONTACT

www.eumayors.eu
roman.doubrava@ec.europa.eu

tel: +32 2 299 84 52

info@eumayors.eu

press@eumayors.eu

Available in the following languages:
BG CS DA DE EL EN ES
ET FI FR HU IT LT LV MT
NL PL PT RO SK SL SV NO Catalan


